Name: _________________________________________________
7th Grade Journal Topics
September

· Explain what a new student should know about Carroll.
· Write about one member of your family.

· What was your favorite class ever? Why?
· If you could be someone else, who would you be? Why?
· What is your most prized possession? Why?
· By the time I finish 7th grade, I hope that I have…
October

· If you were a ghost, how would you spend your time?
· Describe something really annoys you.
· How is 7th grade different from 6th grade (so far)?
· Are you looking forward to winter weather? Why or why not?
· Who is your role model? Why?
· Something Carroll really needs is…
November

· The hardest thing I’ve ever done is…
· How do you make the world a better place?
· What invention would you like to see in your lifetime?
· My dream mode of transportation is…
· If I could move anywhere, I would go to…
· At Carroll, I am most thankful for…
December

· The best gift I have ever GIVEN is…
· ______________ is like a boomerang.
· During which era of history would you have liked to live? Why?
· My favorite neighbor is…
· Describe your favorite winter activity. WHY do you enjoy it so much?

· So far, 7th grade has been…
January

· My craziest experience in a restaurant or shopping mall was…
· Something I’ve done that few others have done is…
· The most fun I’ve had recently was…
· What was the most interesting thing you did over winter vacation?

· If I were Mr. Brown for the day, I would…
· My goals for the rest of 7th grade are…
February

· If and when I raise children, I will never…
· Be a building you know well. Talk about your life and memories.
· Which machine could you not live without? Why?
· Do you look forward to vacations? Why or why not?
· Write about a time that you gave someone good advice.
· I am a different person than I was in September because…
March

· What would you pack in your suitcase if you could never go home again?
· Write a short biography of a parent or sibling.
· When do you tend to act like a lion? When do you tend to act like a lamb?
· Write about two things that your family has taught you.
· Imagine yourself as a teacher. What type of student would you like to teach and why?
· At Carroll, the most important lesson I have learned is…
April

· If you could study one subject at Carroll that isn’t offered, what would it be and why?
· Name one thing you like about yourself and why you like it.
· Describe the most difficult thing about being your age.
· If you could be a guest star on any TV show, what would it be and why?
· What is it like to return to school after a vacation?
· I don’t like to ____________________, but I know it is good for me.
May

· Have you enjoyed receiving letter grades this year? Why or why not?
· Who should be paid more, professional athletes or teachers? Why?
· Write about a day that you’d like to forget.
· What is your favorite book that you’ve read this year? Why?
· What would you do if you woke up one morning to find yourself invisible?
· During my final months of 7th grade, I will make sure to…
June

· Thank goodness it is June because…
· Three strategies I have learned this year (in any class) are…
· Write about a time in your life when you struggled with a choice and made the right now.
· What would you do if you could travel into the past or the future?
· Is the school year too long? Too short? Why?
· As I look forward to 8th grade, I hope that…
7th Grade JOURNAL ENTRIES

During each month you will be able to choose from the list of topics found in the WRITING section of your binder. You may choose each topic only once.  

Journalists who earn 9-10 points out of 10…
· Compose at least 9-10 thoughtful, on topic, and logical sentences.
· Ensure that all sentences use capital letters and learned punctuation rules.
· Work hard to expand sentences by including prepositional phrases, adjectives, and sophisticated vocabulary.
· Truly attempt to incorporate learned spelling rules/generalizations, as well as learned editing/proofreading strategies.
· Approach class journal writing time with care and seriousness of purpose.
Journalists who earn 7-8 points out of 10… 




· Compose at least 7-8 thoughtful sentences, most of which are on topic and logical.
· Take care to use capital letters and learned punctuation rules in most of their work.
· Expand some sentences via prepositional phrases, adjectives, and sophisticated vocabulary.
· Incorporate learned spelling rules/generalizations, as well as learned editing/proofreading strategies with some consistency/effort.
· Approach class journal writing time with care and seriousness of purpose.
Journalists who earn 5-6 points out of 10…



· Write fewer than 7 sentences.
· Do not apply learned capitalization or punctuation rules.
· Write very brief, uninteresting sentences.
· Do not work to apply spelling/editing/proofreading strategies.
· Approach class journal writing time with care and seriousness of purpose.
Journalists who earn no credit…
· Do not approach class journal writing time with care or seriousness of purpose.
· Do not show any effort or hand in an assignment.
* Your journals are being marked based on your EFFORT.  Mistakes are OKAY!!  

Journal Topics 
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