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Applying the THIEVES Previewing Strategy

Directions:

1. First, utilize the “The Elements of THIEVES” reference (in the HW section of your binder) to follow the steps and preview this article.

2. Next, READ the ENTIRE article. 

3. Last, answer the question at the end of this article in at least TWO COMPLETE SENTENCES and define the vocabulary words.  
Acacia's first friendship bench sits in the Palm Bay Elementary School lobby, a brightly painted, Adirondack-style place to sit.
[image: image3.jpg])

TOMILE
P





6th grader combats bullying with bench 
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Standing Up for Herself

For most of Acacia Woodley's 10 years, she has noticed people staring at her and, at times, whispering about her. 

The sixth-grader at Palm Bay Elementary School has learned to stand up for herself. Born without a right hand and a deformed left one, she has embraced what she calls her "difference." It's part of what makes Acacia, Acacia.

"Some people say they feel sorry for me. I tell them not to be," she said. "I don't care that I'm different. I like that I'm different."

Moving from the Caribbean to South Carolina, then to Arizona, and finally Florida, Acacia realized there were bullies everywhere. After arriving in Brevard, she decided to do something about it. She proposed a place where anyone could go when they need a friend, when they could use some support or reassurance. Or even a hug.

A "friendship bench."

If a student sits on the bench, it's a signal to classmates — and nearby adults — it's time to become a friend. Acacia borrowed the idea from something she'd seen in South Carolina.

Acacia's first friendship bench sits in the Palm Bay Elementary School lobby, a brightly painted, Adirondack-stye place to sit. So far, it's been put to good use and has proven such a popular idea that other schools are inquiring about one, too.

Principal Lori Migliore uses the bench almost every day as a positive end to what is often a hurtful encounter between children. After winding up in the principal's office for horsing around or shoving, students sit together on the friendship bench. Leaning against various words painted on the back rest — "respect" is on one side, "encourage" on the other — students are asked to come up with a joint effort to make the school better.

Recently, a pair of boys said they would yank some weeds from the front of the school, a job Migliore usually does herself.
"It's limitless," Migliore said of the bench's possible uses. "We've just scratched the surface." What's clear is that it's a safe space for kids. 

Critical Thinking Challenge:
What could you do to make your school a better place?

Delete this and type your response here.
Define the vocabulary using your own words: 
Deformed:
Delete this and type your response here.

Reassurance:
Delete this and type your response here.

Encourage:
Delete this and type your response here.

